Walters-Davis House

On June 19, 1984 the Church Conference voted to purchase a house located adjacent to the
Church property, owned by Martha Davis.

The Walters-Davis House, built in 1906, is a one story Late Victorian Eclectic (former) residence
located on a city lot in a residential area of Toccoa, Georgia.

The house stands on a half-acre corner city lot. Landscape elements are simple. A brick retaining
wall runs along the entrance frontage. Foundation shrubbery encircles the residence, and large
hardwood trees are scattered about the grassed lot.

Originally,a historic, wood-framed outbuilding with a pitched tin roof was located at the northeast
side of the house. Built as an outhouse and a coal storage area, it was torn down some years ago
and replaced with a non-historic aluminum building.

The main body of the house is square in plan with high hip roof and four gables. It is backed by a
rear section with three rooms and a “L” shaped porch, now enclosed. The house is built with a
balloon frame on brick piers and is sheathed in white painted weatherboard. A porch with lonic
columns and balustrade wraps around the front and both sides of the house. The central portion
of the porch on the front facade is extended to form a pedimented portico that accentuates the
otherwise plain main entrance. An aluminum shade has been added to the front southeast side of
the porch. The four gables are embellished with diamond cut shingles and sawn and turned verge
boards; the two on the front facade each have an oval stained glass window. Two chimneys in the
main part of the house have been removed above roof level and replaced with metal stove pipes.
Two remain in the rear section.

The house has a traditional floor plan with two rooms to either side of a central hall. The dining
room and kitchen are located in the rear ell along with a bath which was created from a portion of
the real “L" porch. A well is also located on this porch. The interior of the house is finished with
plaster walls, beaded tongue-and-groove wainscoting and hardwood floors. The door surrounds
have unusual corner blocks with a carved fan-shaped design. The central hall features two large
free standing columns that support a decorative screen. The carved wood mantels differ from
room to room. Those in the parlor, den and dining room are of oak and mahogany and have coal
grates, mirrored over mantels and tile trim.

The surrounding neighborhood is predominately residential, with several commercial
encroachments. Other residences are of various ages and styles. The ToccoaFirst
MethodistChurch, a brick structure built in the 1950's, adjoins the property and occupies the
remainder of the block. In the 1980's the Ben and Lorene Cheek Fellowship Hall was built between
the Church building and the Walters-Davis House.
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